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I a d A Newsletter from Person to Person: Summer 2024

Dear Friends, ‘6

Summer is a time to kick back and relax, and that's exactly what 250 P2P campers
will be doing this summer! Children who otherwise wouldn’t have the opportunity to
attend summer camp will be making new friends, learning new skills, and enjoying
their best summer ever while their parents are able to continue working and

supporting them. Meanwhile, P2P staff and volunteers will spend the summer | appreciate P2P.
getting ready to launch our FOURTH full-time food pantry — an additional mobile

food pantry to bring nutritious food and wrap-around casework services to the They make italot
neighborhoods in Stamford that need it most. We will be as busy as ever, making

sure area residents have opportunities to build healthy, economically secure lives. easier forme as a
With generous community support and thousands of volunteers, P2P serves ; 1
record numbers of people as they move toward stability, with nutritious food, S| ngle mother. It's
clothing, housing assistance and access to education and employment. We are hard getti
excited to share with you in this summer newsletter the many ways we engage the ara getung
community to build economic opportunity for 28,000 people. Inside, you will read . ,
about volunteers making a difference, our new Financial Opportunity Center® dia pers. They re
opening doors to better employment opportunities, and the impact P2P has in the )
community. We invite you to learn more about our work and join us in transforming SO expensive.

lives throughout lower Fairfield County. PP Baby Basics Client

With gratitude,
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(P2P) is a non-profit agency with a vision for thriving, hunger-free homes. P2P serves 28,000 residents in lower Fairfield
County annually with essential resources to help them overcome daily challenges and put them on a path toward economic stability,

including: three food pantries (Darien, Norwalk, Stamford), a clothing center, caseworker assistance, emergency financial assistance,
a Financial Opportunity Center®, scholarships/ mentorships, camperships, infant layettes, and holiday programs.




Housing & Food
Insecurity Update

Needs RisinginCT

Fairfield County’s shortage of
affordable housing is a crisis. In
2023, CT saw the 4th highest
increase in home prices nationally,
worsening the financial strain on the
families P2P serves. At the same
time, food insecurity has surged,
affecting nearly 470,000 residents
in 2022, including 1in 6 CT children.

At P2P, we are tackling these issues
with the expansion of our food
programs and wraparound casework
services. In September, P2P will
launch its SECOND mobile food
pantry, adding to our three existing
food pantries, a home delivery
service, senior box program and
holiday food programs. P2P is the
largest charitable food provider in
lower Fairfield County, and we
welcome your donations and
volunteering to support your
neighbors in lower Fairfield County!

Program News

Camperships

This year's Campership Appeal is
off to a great start! However, we still
need your support to send 250
children to camp next summer.

By supporting P2P's Campership
Program, you provide scholarships
for local children to attend
enriching day camps, giving parents
peace of mind knowing that their
children are safe and

engaged. Visit

p2pHelps.org/camp

to donate. Thank you!
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Pictured: Elliand Ayla of Stamford, who

sold lemonade and baked goods and
raised $511 for Camperships, with P2P staff.

Volunteers

The Heart of P2P
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Pictured: Maggie Whidden sorts clothing in our
Clothing Center.

Volunteers are essential to our mission,
and Maggie Whidden, arising high
schooljunior, has been dedicated since
childhood. She contributes to our
Darien food pantry, Clothing Center,
and events like the Stamp Out Hunger
food drive.

This summer, Maggie is volunteeringin
our reception, where she enjoys
meeting people, gaining new
perspectives, and practicing her
Spanish. Maggie values P2P's flexibility,
allowing her to balance her busy
schedule with volunteer shifts using our
volunteer portal.

Join Maggie and volunteer with us! For

more information and to register, visit:
P2Phelps.org/volunteer

Community Partners

Shredding Day

We recently received generous support from
P2P volunteer Andrew Brown and Allison
Gagliardi, president of Troy Insurance and P2P
board member, at the 6th Annual Shredding
Day in Shippan. Their efforts resulted in the
collection of 200 lbs of food and nearly $1,000
in donations. We are also grateful to On Site

Shredding for providing their truck and
shredding services.
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Help us bring joy to over 2,000 children this holiday
season by supporting P2P's Toy Store. Purchase new

toys, books, or board games directly from our .
TOy store Amazon Wish List using this QR code. You can also
drop off new toy donations at P2P's Darien campus, Mon.-Fri., i
9:00 am - 1:00 pm. This year, watch for local sponsors like LUSH

Building a Better Future
Financial Opp. Ctr®

Pictured: Caseworker and FOC Specialist Deborah
Arrieta with FOC client Lourdes Carhuayna.

P2P's Financial Opportunity Center®
(FOCQ) is dedicated to helping families
build sustaining careers and achieve
financial stability. Launched just over a
year ago, our FOC has grown rapidly,
now serving 217 clients.

Our FOC provides three integrated
services: employment coaching, one-
on-one financial coaching, and income
support. Lourdes Carhuayna, one of
our clients, completed a security guard
training course with our help. She now
works at the Stamford train station and
is studying English to qualify fora
security guard position.

At P2P, we are committed to
empowering individuals like Lourdes,
helping them achieve their dreams and
build stronger futures.

Pictured: Lily Condlin, P2P board member
Yakut Akman, Andrew Brown, P2P board
member Allison Gagliardi.

and The SoNo Collection. For sponsorship opportunities, email L

JulieMoeller@p2pHelps.org. This is a great chance for local

businesses to gain visibility and align with a beloved community tradition.
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Pictured: Johnny Louis-Fin on our mobile food
pantry.

Meet Johnny Louis-Fin, Verizon
Wireless Zone of Darien manager,
whose dedication to our community is
inspiring. Thanks to Johnny, P2P
received a $1,000 grant from Verizon
Wireless!

Johnny volunteers weekly on our
Mobile Food Pantry in Stamford,
helping clients with their shopping.

Inspired by Johnny? Join our volunteer
team! Email Juri Garone at
jurigarone@p2pHelps.org. Corporate
groups are also welcome to volunteer
together or take turns covering shifts.

Pictured: Duke Alumni sort food donations.

This year's Stamp Out Hunger food
drive on May 11, generously sponsored
by Cuisinart and Conair, was a
resounding success. Thanks to our
incredible community, letter carriers
collected over 50,000 pounds of food
for P2P's food pantries in Darien and
Norwalk, and our mobile pantry in
Stamford.

We are truly amazed by the support of
over 350 volunteers from community,
school, church and corporate groups,
as well as individual donors. Thank you
for helping us combat food insecurity in
our community!

We are thrilled to announce that Rock N'
Raise, our spring fundraiser held on April 4 at
The Loading Dock in Stamford, was a
resounding success. With nearly 300 guests
in attendance, we exceeded our fundraising
goal, securing over $365,000!

Chaired by Kristina Gregory, the event
featured P2P clients Ramon and Gabriela
Macassi, along with the 2021 P2P Martin
Luther King, Jr. Scholarship recipient Imani
Morgan, who shared their impactful stories.
Entertainment was provided by the popular
New Jersey cover band, The Nerds. The
funds raised will bolster P2P's mission to
support families and individuals with healthy
food, clothing, housing assistance, and
economic opportunities.

Pictured: top -- Gabriela and Ramon Macassi;
bottom -- Nancy Martin, Carol Piccaro and
Diane Vinciof US Chemicals.
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1864 Post Road
Darien, CT 06820

GET INVOLVED!

Volunteer | Donate | Partner
Learn more at p2pHelps.org

Celebrating our 2024 high school interns! Their hard
work made a huge impact. We hope they inspire more
young people to get involved.

Make an Immediate and Meaningful Impact.

Become a part of the P2P community today by volunteering, donating, or partnering with us.

Join OPUS for P2P, an organization dedicated to supporting P2P.
Visit opus4p?2p.org

Scan to donate.

p2pHelps.org | info@p2pHelps.org f @p2pHelps @persontopersonct M@person-to-person

1864 Post Road, Darien: 203-655-0048 76 South Main Street, Norwalk: 203-939-1650 425 Fairfield Avenue, Stamford: 203-724-9111




